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Timeline
July 2018 Announce Negotiated Rulemaking

September 2018 Public hearings

January 2019- Negotiations
to April 2019

April 2019 Consensus on all regulatory packages or 
“buckets” 

Summer 2019 NPRM or NPRMS expected for public comment  
and clarification

November 1, 2019 Publish final rules

July 1, 2020 Effective date
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Subscription-Based Program:

New Concept for Title IV purposes

To be added to ED regulations in 2019

Term-based

Timing to start and end coursework is flexible and individualized

Student charged for term based on expectation of coursework 
for that term

Student enrollment status, for financial aid packaging, based on 
expected coursework

Student must complete prescribed credit hours (or equivalent) 
before eligible to receive a subsequent disbursement

** Examples – Rasmussen, Capella, Straighterline 
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Student Aid Funding and Disbursements

Determining Student Enrollment Status

Measuring an Academic Year

Variations on Non-Term and Non-Standard Term Models

Timing of Subsequent Disbursements

Satisfactory Academic Progress 
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Refined Role for Accreditors
• Often characterized as an “easing” but that may be a misnomer
• Increased responsibility to review and develop policies re Direct 

Assessment and Subscription-Based Programs
• Increased flexibility and responsibility to consider employer role 

in developing programs, including: 
- Faculty qualifications for career programs 

• Increased flexibility and responsibility to develop “alternative 
standards” for “innovative programs” 

- To be published
- To be justified to achieve “equivalent goals” or equivalent 

benefits” to students
• Increased flexibility for staff-level review of certain substantive 

changes, including new or modified programs
• Increased responsibility to develop and implement policies re credit 

hour and “credit hour equivalency”
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Major Issues for Success of these 
Innovations

• Market response to the programs:
Student and Families
Employers
Effects on job-preparation of graduates

• Niche Markets: 
Graduate vs undergraduate level
Degrees vs degree-completion
Employer-sponsored arrangements

• Transferability of credits

• Effects on cost, affordability and student debt
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